Community Presenter Role Description
About the role: Our ocean needs community! 
The Community Presenter role provides support for the Marine Conservation Society by engaging with local groups who are interested in learning more about our work and ocean conservation. As a Community Presenter, you’ll help to empower people across the UK to take action, building towards our vision of seas full of life where nature flourishes and people thrive.
We don’t have enough staff to work face-to-face with all communities, so you will be an enormous help in raising awareness about our work. As a volunteer, you have a unique and valued perspective on the Marine Conservation Society, so we hope you can bring elements of your own ocean experiences to your community. We want a range of volunteers, from different locations and backgrounds, to be confident speaking up for the ocean.
We aren’t expecting you to come to us with all the experience and skills needed to give perfect talks. You’ll receive training and resources to help you deliver exciting community talks on behalf of the Marine Conservation Society. This includes branded presentations with helpful notes, and online training via a learning platform called EdApp. After the training you’ll be able to talk about key topics such as ocean pollution and climate change. 
[bookmark: _Int_l1pVZb95]Through this role, you’ll play an important part in our fight to secure healthy seas. 

Why is this role important to us?
By engaging with local communities, together we can:
1. Educate. Bring interesting and thought-provoking information to communities across the UK, which builds knowledge and understanding of the ocean. 
2. Inspire. Highlight current issues, campaigns and events with the hope of encouraging positive behaviour change (e.g. getting involved with the Marine Conservation Society, reducing single-use plastics, taking part in further learning).
3. Increase reach. Tap into local audiences that may be unfamiliar with the work of the Marine Conservation Society.

What’s in it for you?
We hope that being a Community Presenter proves to be a rewarding and pleasantly challenging experience. Through this role, you will:
· Develop your presentation and public speaking skills;
· Learn about the work of the Marine Conservation Society and ocean conservation more generally;  
· Meet new people;
· Do something meaningful for your community.

What to expect as a Community Presenter
You will be giving talks in your local area, as often as you wish to suit your own schedule. 
There are two ways that community talks may be arranged:
1. You may be contacted by the Marine Conservation Society team because a community group in your area has requested a talk. It's possible that you’ll be asked to travel to the talk (expenses can be claimed) but it is up to you to determine the distance and time commitment you are comfortable with. 
2. If you're confident, please don't wait for the team to contact you. When you feel ready, use the flyers provided to contact community groups in your area and ask if they'd like you to visit.
We offer three talks for community groups and one assembly for schools, created to be simplified or extended depending on your own personal knowledge, and the context of the group hearing the talk. We would like you to use these presentations rather than your own materials, but we don’t mind if you amend the wording to make it feel more like you or skip less relevant slides. We do ask that you keep the visuals the same, as it helps our brand to stay consistent. 
We need you to be passionate and positive when advocating for the work of the charity. You'll represent the Marine Conservation Society brand and values. Sometimes, you might have to keep your personal views, well, personal. For example, you may be vegetarian or vegan, but we wouldn’t want you to delve into this during a Q&A because the Marine Conservation Society promotes sourcing of sustainable seafood. You will also need to avoid wearing clothes that have political slogans on. 

Support available 
· You can review the online training as many times as you want. 
· You can use and adapt the PowerPoint presentations and speaker notes we provide. 
· We have drafted example emails that you can use and adapt if arranging your own talk. 
· You can reach us with questions or feedback on seachampions@mcsuk.org or 01989 566017 extension 295.



Community Presenter checklist 
If you’re reading this document, you have probably already:
· Registered your interest in being a Community Presenter using this online form. 
· Signed up to Marine Conservation Society Volunteer dashboard via our website (hint: look for the little person icon in the top right corner). 
· Attended a Sea Champion welcome session – Sign up on Zoom. 
· Completed training on the online platform, EdApp. You will have to create an account. 
Next, please make sure you have ticked off everything on the list below before delivering any talks.
· Read this role description document thoroughly.
· Read the Sea Champion Handbook for relevant policies and health and safety information.
· Visit the Community Presenter section on our website (using the password Octopus123) and get familiar with the presentations.  
After you give a talk, please:
· Record each talk you have delivered using the Volunteer Activity Record. 
· Circulate this online feedback form to your talk attendees. 
· Email seachampions@mcsuk.org if you have any questions, stories or feedback from the talk! 

Accessibility information
In person talks
Before your talk, we recommend that you speak to your host about any facilities or reasonable adjustments you need. It would be great if you can find out about accessibility features of the venue and advertise them on your flyer, so that people attending know what to expect. All talk venues will be different in terms of their accessibility. Public venues like village halls, churches or museums often have wheelchair access, automatic doors, accessible toilets and disabled parking, and will allow service dogs inside.   
During your talk, make sure to speak clearly, avoiding complex language and always define acronyms (e.g. MCS is the Marine Conservation Society). Venues may offer a microphone or even an induction loop for guests who use hearing aids. Please use these if they are available. If you are talking for more than one hour, you might want to consider offering guests a comfort break. 
Online talks
Before your online talk, test your audio and video to make sure you sound and look clear. In Zoom’s settings, you can blur your background to reduce visual distractions. You can also set your name and pronouns, so that people know who you are and how you would like to be addressed. You can find out why we suggest including your pronouns by reading this article. 
Once in the meeting, you can enable closed captions which can help people who are Deaf or hard of hearing, have learning disabilities, or are neurodivergent (for example those with autism). We would prefer you not to ask for people to turn on their cameras, as this can be difficult for some people so should be a personal choice. 
