


H ow d oes o u r Sewerage System

Our homes, schools and other buildings are connected to our sewerage system.
This is a network of pipes designed to take human waste after it has been flushed

Wa s t e r eq c h down the toilet, to the sewerage treatment works where it is processed, made safe to
humans and animals and then returned to sea. Our sewerage system also collects

rainwater from drains and directs this to the seq, to prevent our towns from flooding.
the sea:

Misconnections

This is when household drains are
plumped into the wrong external
drain. Sewage water that should

be transported to wastewater
treatment plants is instead drained
directly into rivers.

Overflows

These are the sewerage networks
ermergency release values. During
heavy rain, or if the pipes become
blocked with items that should not be
flushed down the toilet, there is not
enough room in the pipes and they
have to release into local streams
and rivers. This is so that the waste
does not back up and flood people’s Sewerage Treatment Works
homes!
This is where our waste water and
sewage is treated to a series of
processes to make sure that it is
safe to be released into the sea
and back into the water cycle.
Water from here is no longer
harmful to us.

Overflows

There are grills over the end of outflow pipes but smaller items, like cotton buds
and bits of plastic that have been flushed down the toilet still get through, and
can end up in the ocean and on our beaches.




Fatbergs

In sewers, wet wipes can combine with fat, grease and oil to form giant
fatbergs. However, only 5% is actual fat — 93% is wet wipes! (1)

One of the biggest fatbergs found in London was longer than Tower Bridge
and as heavy as 11 double-decker buses. (2)

Did you know that fatbergs cost the UK a staggering £90 million per year to
remove? (3)

Whitechapel fatberg sample at the Museum of London.
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From sewers to sea

Wet wipes can reach the ocean from sewer systems in several ways:

Fatbergs block sewage drains and can cause sewage to overflow into our
streams, rivers and ocean

Some wet wipes can get through sewage treatment works to end up on
our beaches

Drains can overflow after heavy rain when the system cannot cope with
the volume of water

Misconnhections

Between 15,000 and 500,000 homes
in the UK are thought to have drain
misconnections. (1)

This is when household drains are
plumped into the wrong external
drain. Sewage water that should be
transported to wastewater
treatment plants is instead drained
directly into rivers.

1. The Rivers Trust 2019
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Raising Awareness



https://youtu.be/SYJ28e4ZF68

All own brand flushable wet wipes that meet the
'Fine to Flush' specification or will do by June 2021*
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sincentives

Good stuff happens when you bin your litter

Bincentives

We've worked with students across the UK to inspire schools to take action on plastic pollution. Bincentives was an
initiative designed by students of Hampton High School, London. It focuses on a series of posters displaying emoji
messages, aiming to engage students by rewarding positive behaviour with school-determined rewards.
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